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Terry Johnson (Utah DOT)

UDOT’s Wetland Functional Assessment Method was adopted as a referenced-

based approach to aid in the evaluation of wetland plant community and habitat 

functions.  Assessment information is used to determine project mitigation 

needs.

Brian Nicholson (SWCA Environmental Consultants)

SWCA wetland experts conduct wetland assessments to support regulatory 

decisions as well as to inform strategic planning efforts, including the 

development of Special Area Management Plans.

Heidi Hoven (The Institute for Watershed Sciences)

Dr. Heidi Hoven lead a wetland assessment for the Salt Lake County Shoreland 

SAMP.  She has developed a model that evaluates wildlife habitat related to 

wetlands within the same plan area. She has also been collaborating with UT 

DEQ to assess wetland condition in Farmington Bay and around Great Salt 

Lake.

Mike Sipos (Bio-West, Inc.)

Bio-West wetland experts are working in collaboration with Utah DOT to 

develop a habitat quality index for use in wetland assessment.  The index is 

being tested for possible use in wetland mitigation and restoration planning.



Structure of UT DOT Wetland Functional Assessment Method

“Roll-Up” of Metrics and Categorization Terry

Johnson



Structure of UT DOT Wetland Functional Assessment Method

Scoring of Metrics
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Wetland Assessment in a Watershed Context

Tooele County SAMP

Brian

Nicholson



Wetland Assessment in a Watershed Context
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Condition             FunctionCondition             FunctionCondition             Function

Monitoring: Change over time

(eg. ISSR, LNP, Airport Mitigation)

LEVEL III Approach

Farmington Bay Wetlands Study

Condition Metrics

URAM & Reference Network

Wetland Functional Assessment

SL County Shoreland SAMP

(wetlands and wildlife habitat)

Wildlife Functional Assessment

Other empirical data Other wetland models

Heidi Hoven



Assessment ObjectivesAssessment Objectives

�� Assess preAssess pre-- and post impact habitat conditions for and post impact habitat conditions for 

wildlifewildlife

�� Facilitate the process of developing compensatory Facilitate the process of developing compensatory 

mitigation ratiosmitigation ratios

�� Monitor progress of restoration and mitigation efforts Monitor progress of restoration and mitigation efforts 

relative to baseline or reference conditionsrelative to baseline or reference conditions

Mike Sipos



Habitat Quality
Index

For Avian
Communities

Abiotic Structure Biotic Structure Hydrology
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